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Introduction
I am proud to say that during the past 12 months, the Fieldfisher Medical
Negligence team has excelled in recovering record damages for our clients
and in challenging established legal precedent.
We have recovered more than £200 million for injured children in 2018.
In this edition of our Medical Negligence review, you can read about
some of the cases that contributed to achieving those awards. Recovering
damages for our clients is not just about putting a figure to the injury, it’s
about understanding our clients’ needs, their aspirations and their likely
prognosis. We work to ensure that compensation recognises a family’s
situation and provides funds to help clients to live to the maximum and, as
far as possible, to overcome the obstacles created by their disability.
But money is not everything. The whole team engages in cases and causes
on behalf of individuals and charities to improve levels of care within the
medical profession. In particular, we have undertaken several high-profile
inquests on behalf of bereaved families.
We launched a Manchester-based Clinical Negligence team a year
ago. I am delighted to announce that that team has grown successfully,
representing our values and commitment in the North. We welcome to the
team two Partners, Clare Horton and Julia Hamilton who will be working
alongside Jenny Urwin and Lindsay Holt.
Our Court of Protection team is headed by Anna Bond. The team goes
from strength to strength and it is responsible for managing both interim
and final awards for many of our clients. The team manages more than
£275 million of assets in investment portfolios.

19 Failure to discuss alternative
treatment leads to settlement for family
of man left in PVS state
20 £800,000 settlement for client left
with permanent colostomy, pain and
depression
21 Fieldfisher supports family of
pregnant woman who died from sepsis
at Basildon Hospital
22 Fieldfisher builds clinical negligence
team in Manchester with double partner
hire
23 Meet the team
www.fieldfisher.com/medical-negligence | Freephone 0800 358 3848
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£37m award
for boy who
contracted
herpes virus
at Watford
General at
birth

PAUL
MCNEIL

Paul McNeil has successfully
settled a claim on behalf of a sixyear-old boy who contracted the
herpes simplex virus at Watford
General Hospital in 2012, which led
to catastrophic brain damage.

care, education and therapies to help
their child live the best possible life,’
Paul said.

The failure of the paediatric team at
the hospital to recognise and treat
the virus appropriately, including
administering antiviral drugs
immediately following diagnosis,
caused very significant neurological
injury. The boy now faces lifelong
cognitive, behavioural and
communication difficulties and has
autism and visual impairment.
After more than four years’
work by Paul’s team, including
investigating the events of the birth
and collecting extensive expert
medical reports about the child’s
current and future needs, the
West Hertfordshire Hospitals NHS
Trust admitted liability and agreed
settlement with the family.
At the approval hearing in the
Royal Courts of Justice in October
2018, Mrs Justice Lambert said she
was pleased West Hertfordshire
Hospitals NHS Trust had admitted
liability and agreed to settle his
case. She approved the settlement

The boy’s parents
said the settlement
takes away ‘one
major source of
pressure on us as a
family’.
of £37m put forward by Paul and
Henry Witcomb QC.
Paul McNeil acknowledged that
this is likely the highest award
made in a clinical negligence case
but said the focus should be on
preventing such tragedies ever
happening again.
‘No amount of compensation will
allow them to live a normal life but
the settlement will ultimately enable
them to access funds to pay for vital
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The chief executive of the trust
apologised to the boy’s family in
a letter sent in May 2017. He said
lessons had been learnt and steps
taken to ensure ‘nothing similar will
ever happen again’.
Paul praised the work on the
case of solicitor Nilam Patel and
also said Fieldfisher’s Court of
Protection team will continue to
work closely with the family to help
manage the award.
The boy’s parents said the
settlement takes away ‘one major
source of pressure on us as a family’.
In an email to Paul, they thanked
the team for their ‘dedication,
drive, flexibility, responsiveness and
thoughtfulness’ which they said
‘have shone through, especially at
difficult times for us. Simply first
class’. They asked that Paul look
back on this case ‘with some pride
for what you achieved’.
Image credit: Dormskirk [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/)]
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SAMANTHA
CRITCHLEY

£23m settlement for child
suffering brain injury following
heart surgery at Royal
Brompton

Samantha Critchley achieved
settlement of £23 million for a
young girl who suffered a stroke
causing catastrophic brain injury
following negligent treatment at the
Royal Brompton Hospital.
The girl, known as ABC, was born
in 2006 with a congenital heart
condition, but was otherwise
healthy and well. When she
was two years old, she suffered
a neurological episode and her
mother was advised her daughter
needed a heart operation to close
a remaining defect. The procedure
was performed at the Royal
Brompton in 2008, where a medical
device was inserted into her heart.
ABC was discharged home from
hospital the next day.
Two days later, however, she was
admitted to Darent Valley Hospital
with lethargy, headache and
vomiting. She was then transferred
to Great Ormond Street Hospital
in London, where it was discovered
that the device had migrated out of
position.
The Royal Brompton admitted
negligence in allowing a device to
migrate into the wrong position,
failing to identify the problem
and that it needed to be removed
and then failing to administer
heparin to minimise the risk of

a thromboembolic event. The
case proceeded in relation to
quantification. ABC’s mother had
initially instructed another ranked
clinical negligence firm, but due
to a lack of progress, eventually
instructed Samantha to take over
ABC’s case. Samantha ensured
that the case was listed for trial and
got it back on track. Three months
before trial date, settlement was
reached on ABC’s behalf.
As a result of the negligence, ABC
suffered a stroke which caused
a life-changing brain injury. She
now lives with several disabilities,
including cognitive deficits,
behavioural difficulties, a visual
impairment and a right-sided
hemiplegia.

www.fieldfisher.com/medical-negligence | Freephone 0800 358 3848

“The case was complex due to
the underlying congenital heart
condition and because it had not
been investigated thoroughly by
the previous firm,” Samantha said.
“There were also complex Court of
Protection and safeguarding issues,
a related education tribunal to keep
ABC at her preferred private school
and ABC’s mother, who was a single
parent, had also suffered psychological
trauma of her own.” She added “ABC
is a fantastic young girl who has the
biggest smile, despite the challenges
she faces. I am so pleased that she and
her mum can finally put the litigation
behind them and look to a more
positive and secure future”.
Image credit: Royal Brompton Hospital, Britten Street SW3 cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Robin Sones - geograph.org.uk/p/2752461
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JANE
WEAKLEY

£30m birth injury settlement
for delays at Newham General
resulting in cerebral palsy

Following approval at the Royal
Courts of Justice in November 2018,
Jane Weakley settled a long-running
birth injury case for more than
£30m against Barts Health NHS
Trust, concerning Newham General
Hospital.
The Claimant, a boy now aged
14, was born in 2004 with
complications of shoulder dystocia
and suffered near total hypoxic
ischaemic injury because of delays
in delivery. Because of his size, his
mother’s labour should have been
categorised as high risk and been
managed by senior obstetricians.
Following his birth, he needed
vigorous resuscitation and was

transferred to the neonatal unit
where he suffered seizures. He has
since been diagnosed as suffering
cerebral palsy and has very severe
cognitive and behavioural problems.
He attends a specialist school and
requires two carers with him at all
times at home.
In 2009, the Trust admitted that
the registrar should have been
called earlier and that had the baby
been delivered 10 minutes earlier,
he may not have been deprived of
oxygen for so long which may have
prevented his permanent brain
damage. The delay in delivery was
admitted to be negligent.

The case was subjected to several
stays of proceedings while the
boy’s uncertain prognosis could be
properly assessed, during which
time the family received interim
payments to fund professional care
and therapies.
Three weeks before trial, an offer by
the defendant was accepted and in
November 2018, the settlement was
approved by the High Court.
Jane Weakley said “The settlement
has been structured to ensure that
funds are available to meet his
complex care and behavioural needs
every year of his long life ahead.
The award will be managed by a
professional deputy and overseen by
the Court of Protection providing the
claimant with security and his family
with peace of mind.”
The boy’s mother thanked Jane and
the Fieldfisher team for ‘relentlessly
pursuing a better future for my son’.
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MARK
BOWMAN

Royal Devon and Exeter
Hospital pay £13m
compensation to support child
with cerebral palsy

Mark Bowman was instructed by
the parents of A following his birth
at the Royal Devon and Exeter
Hospital in January 2007. A suffers
from severe disabilities, in particular
brain damage secondary to hypoxicischaemic encephalopathy, which
occurred during the course of
his mother’s labour and his birth.
As a result of his injuries A will
require special accommodation
and equipment and 2:1 care. A
is predicted to have a long life
expectancy into his 70s.
His mother was admitted to
hospital after reporting reduced
fetal movements. A’s case, based
on expert medical reports, was that
if he had been delivered quickly
once the CTG trace was seen to be
worrying, he would have avoided his
injuries.
In October 2016 an initial
settlement meeting was held in
order to discuss the issue of liability.
Despite maintaining that the care
provided was appropriate and
that A’s injuries were all caused
prior to his admission to hospital,
an agreement was reached on a
50/50 basis. Interim payments
of £200,000 and then a further
£900,000 were obtained while A’s
claim was quantified and to enable
the family to purchase much needed

equipment and to employ a case
manager.

At the end of the claim, A’s parents
commented:

In order to maximise A’s recovery,
an aggressive timetable was set
and the case was due to proceed to
trial in June 2018. Having obtained
evidence from experts in care,
occupational therapy, orthopaedic
surgery, speech and language
therapy, paediatric neurology and
educational psychology, among
others, settlement was agreed in
February 2018 for a lump sum of
more than £3.5m, as well as yearly
payments to meet A’s care needs
of £98,000 up until age 18, and
£118,000 for the rest of his life.

“From our initial meeting with Mark
we felt absolutely confident in him.
His commitment to achieving the best
for his clients was evident. His support
was invaluable, particularly during the
more challenging times.
“It is a great relief to have reached a
settlement. We are now in a position
to provide our son with the support
that he needs in order to lead a happy
and fulfilling life. We wouldn’t hesitate
to recommend Mark and really can’t
thank him enough.”
Image credit: Exeter : Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital cc-bysa/2.0 - © Lewis Clarke - geograph.org.uk/p/3146337
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£19.6m
settlement
for young girl
left severely
brain
damaged
as a baby
at Barnet
Hospital

CARON
HEYES

PQR, who is protected by an
anonymity order, was born with
a rare genetic condition at the
hospital that should have had
minimal impact on her long term
physical and mental development,
although it is a condition that does
present with serious risks to life
in the first few months of life. She
was through the most dangerous
period, when she developed an
infection aged 5 months. She was
admitted to Barnet Hospital where
sadly there were inadequate levels
of care and insufficient monitoring
of her condition provided by
medical staff. She became severely
dehydrated, and developed sepsis.
Her deteriorating state was
not appreciated by the doctors
treating her until she collapsed
with a cardiac arrest. Her complete
collapse meant that she was
deprived of oxygen and suffered
brain injury, which resulted in PQR
suffering mixed athetoid/spastic
cerebral palsy. She now needs 24hour care, can only communicate
via eye-gaze and voice output
technology and needs assistance in
all aspects of her daily life.

The Hospital Trust admitted
relatively early “that the
shortcomings in the Claimant’s
treatment probably caused her cardiorespiratory arrest” but argued that
most of PQR’s care needs were
due to her congenital condition,
not their negligence. That required
the Claimant to produce expert
evidence as to why the negligence
was the predominant cause of
her injuries. This was made more
difficult by virtue of the fact that the
claimant’s underlying congenital
condition is extremely rare affecting
less than 1 in 500,000 people,
and not only was there a scarcity
of evidence about the long term
impact of the condition, but also
only a handful of experts who were
knowledgeable about the condition
worldwide. Most of the UK experts
had or were now treating her and so
unable to report in the case, and we
used a pre-eminent dermatologist
from Germany to report.
We used experts from 5 different
medical disciplines to build a profile
of the Claimant’s medical needs pre
and post injury, alongside a further
7 quantum experts. Alignment of
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the evidence led to us being able to
claim for all her care and equipment
requirements from the age of 10
related to the acquired injury rather
than the underlying congenital
condition so that PQR was awarded
100 per cent of her care needs for
life. PQR needs one daytime carer
and one sleeping night carer, and
has a life expectancy to 71, and
the settlement of a lump sum of
£7.3m together with PPOs, which
all together capitalised at £19.6m,
was a very satisfactory settlement
for her that will ensure lifetime
provision for her needs.
Added difficulties during the
case included having to pursue
a challenge against the Local
Authority’s placement of her in an
inappropriate school, and finding
and adapting a home for her. The
case was particularly difficult for our
client and her family because she is
keenly aware of her injuries and how
far they limit her.
Image credit: Barnet Hospital, Wellhouse Lane, Chipping
Barnet cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Christine Matthews - geograph.org.
uk/p/56737
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JENNY

Delay in diagnosing brain
haemorrhage leads to £3.4m
settlement

URWIN

Following admission from
Royal Liverpool and Broadgreen
University Hospitals NHS Trust
that a brain scan was misreported
and a diagnosis of sub-arachnoid
haemorrhage was not reached,
Jenny Urwin secured a lump sum
plus annual payment for a former
dental nurse left severely brain
injured.
Our client AAA attended
the hospital five times with
continuing severe headache before
investigations led to a diagnosis
of subarachnoid haemorrhage
following rupture of a right sided
brain aneurysm. She was eventually
admitted for surgery but as she was
about to be anaesthetised, suffered
an additional bleed causing a large
acute subdural haematoma and clot
to her brain.

The Trust accepted that the
haemorrhage should have been
diagnosed sooner, and therefore
the aneurysm coiled, preventing
the second bleed to AAA’s brain
occurring. However, it strongly
contested the nature and extent of
the injury suffered by the client and
the consequences of that injury.

was no longer able to work and
several years after the injury, was
only able to return to part-time
very structured but unskilled
employment. She also struggled
to care for her family, run her
household and generally enjoy her
previous life. As a result, she needed
ongoing and lifetime support.

Jenny obtained evidence that
confirmed AAA had suffered
permanent brain damage as a result
of the second bleed to her brain
with cognitive impairment, including
memory problems and physical and
behavioural changes.

The defendants argued that she
had not suffered from any cognitive
impairment – certainly none
requiring care and support – and
disputed that she had suffered
brain damage that could explain
dysexecutive function or significant
behavioural changes. They also
disagreed that AAA lacked mental
capacity to manage her own affairs.

AAA also had disabling fatigue
caused by her brain injury. She

www.fieldfisher.com/medical-negligence | Freephone 0800 358 3848

Shortly before trial, a lump sum
settlement of £1.218m was agreed,
with annual payments for care and
case management until retirement
at 65 and thereafter £40,000 per
year for life, a total settlement
worth £3.4m. Throughout the case,
Jenny achieved interim payments
to fund vital support and therapies,
including occupational psychology
to support AAA’s placement at
work.
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JONATHAN

£12m settlement for braininjured woman who fell out of
bed at John Radcliffe Hospital

ZIMMERN

Jonathan Zimmern successfully
concluded a case on behalf of Julia
Stanbury, who suffered a serious
brain injury at the John Radcliffe
Hospital after she fell from her bed
following a craniotomy.
Julia was involved in a serious
car crash and was taken to the
hospital and put onto life support.
She underwent a craniotomy to
remove a section of her skull to
reduce swelling and was placed
into a medically induced coma. Her
parents were told she would likely
not make any meaningful functional
recovery.
Against all odds, Julia began
to make a remarkable recovery
and was soon able to walk with
assistance. Her speech had almost
returned to normal. Tragically,
however, just two days before she
was due to be transferred to a
rehabilitation centre, Julia was left
unattended on a raised bed while
she was being washed. She fell and
hit her head. She was discovered
having a seizure on the floor by one
of the nursing staff.
After the fall, Julia was unable to
speak or to move the right side of
her body. She did not recognise
close family members and was very
restless.

Julia now requires 24 hour
supervision and assistance.
While she has seen yet another
remarkable improvement in
her speech and mobility, her
personality has changed. She now
has very poor awareness of danger
and is vulnerable to making rash or
impulsive decisions. She has been
unable to return to her university
studies and remains considerably
impaired on her right side.
Jonathan quickly obtained an
admission of liability from the Trust
and obtained expert evidence,
which concluded that it was
not possible to distinguish the
injuries she had suffered from
each accident. He instructed

various experts including a care
expert, Occupational Therapist,
Physiotherapist, accommodation
expert, Neurologist and
Neuropsychologist to comment on
the treatment and supervision that
she will continue to require in the
future.
At a meeting with the trust’s
solicitors Jonathan was able to
agree a £3 million lump sum
settlement, with additional and
significant yearly payments to pay
for Julia’s care and therapies for the
rest of her life. It is estimated that
over her lifetime, Julia will receive
approximately £12 million.
Image credit: ceridwen / The John Radcliffe Hospital / CC
BY-SA 2.0
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£2.85m to care for boy living
with spastic quadriplegia
LINDSAY
HOLT

In 2007, ZD went into labour with
her first child at 32 weeks. When
she was admitted to hospital,
placental abruption was identified
and midwives asked for an urgent
medical review and began a CTG
trace. They noted that ZD’s heart
rate was low. The attending doctor
made no notes about the midwives’
concerns or of reviewing the CTG
trace but recorded that it should be
watched closely.
After ZD’s waters broke, no
satisfactory CTG trace was obtained
and no record was made of the
baby’s heart rate. BD was born
by normal vaginal delivery and
although there was no sign of
placental abruption, he was in a very
poor condition with his first gasp at
25 minutes.

BD sustained hypoxic ischaemic
encephalopathy and was diagnosed
with severe spastic quadriplegic
cerebral palsy. He has severe
developmental delay, epilepsy,
visual impairment and is tube
fed. He has had surgery to reduce
drooling and pooling of secretions
and has to be aspirated hourly
because of the risk of infection,
chronic lung infection and risk of
aspiration pneumonia. His oxygen
saturations are monitored. BD
has hypotonia of all his limbs
and cannot hold his head up. He
has little mobility and is doubly
incontinent. He has no useful
speech and requires constant
attention, with disturbed sleep.
His condition is permanent and life
expectancy is very impaired.

It was alleged that there was a
failure to properly monitor ZD
from admission to delivery; the
timescale was only 37 minutes and
so the opportunity for the hospital
staff to assess ZD and make a
decision to deliver BD earlier was
limited. The defendants made a
number of robust arguments in
response, namely that ZD did not
have placental abruption so there
was no need to deliver and even if
the doctor had made a decision to
intervene, this would not have led to
an earlier delivery, and that in any
event, earlier intervention would not
have changed BD’s outcome.
Lindsay’s client’s claim was settled
on the basis of 50 per cent of
damages he would have received
had he been born uninjured.
Valuation of the claim was also
challenging due to the importance
of securing a swift settlement
which provided BD with funds for
accommodation, care and therapies
for the rest of his limited life.
Total damages were ultimately
agreed at £ 2.85m. This sum
equates to a full value award of £5.7
million and took account of BD’s
impaired life expectancy.

www.fieldfisher.com/medical-negligence | Freephone 0800 358 3848
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IONA
MEERES-YOUNG

Six-figure settlement recovered
for 4th degree perineal tear
at Chelsea and Westminster
Hospital

Iona Meeres-Young was instructed
to represent a woman who
sustained a 4th degree perineal tear
during the delivery of her first child
at the Chelsea and Westminster
Hospital, London.
We obtained expert evidence to
support that during the second
stage of her labour, when it was
decided to try to deliver her baby
using forceps, the obstetrician failed
to rotate the baby’s head before
applying traction, failed to use the
correct technique resulting in such
excessive force that he slipped, and

failed to perform a mediolateral
episiotomy. As a result, the woman
suffered a 4th degree tear of her
perineum.
This resulted in a prolonged stay
in hospital for treatment of the
tear as well as ongoing faecal
incontinence with urgency and
the need for further treatment.
Understandably, this has caused
her significant distress. She now
suffers dyspareunia (painful sexual
intercourse) and had to give birth
to her second child by way of
Caesarean Section.

Her symptoms have put a strain
on her marital relationship and
made it difficult for her to care for
her children and to return to work.
She suffered from depression and
bulimia because of her injuries.
Her ongoing faecal incontinence
continues to impact on her ability
to leave the house unimpeded
and to work, for which she is
disadvantaged on the labour
market. Iona achieved a six figure
settlement for her.
Iona’s client commented after the
case:
“Iona, I can never thank you enough
for all your effort to get this money. It
will really help me. You know I really
need it because I hate my life as it is
and this will restore my quality of life. I
can get the treatment I need and help
to look after my boys.”
Image: By Thomas Blomberg [CC BY-SA 3.0 (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], from
Wikimedia Commons
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HELEN

Negligent hernia surgery causes
chronic bowel and mobility
problems

THOMPSON

Helen Thompson settled a claim
on behalf of Mrs A, who required
multiple abdominal operations
and suffered significant disability
following negligently performed
surgery to repair an incarcerated
umbilical hernia at Northwick Park
Hospital.
Mrs A had a significant medical
history including osteoarthritis,
obesity, ischaemic heart disease,
asthma and Type II diabetes. In
early 2011, she was diagnosed with
a large umbilical hernia. An elective
repair was planned but did not take
place.
In August 2012, Mrs A was
admitted to Northwick Park
Hospital suffering with an

incarcerated hernia. During surgery
there was a failure to adequately
repair the hernia. As a result, Mrs
A suffered infarction of the bowel,
small bowel interloop abscesses,
adhesions and an anastomotic
leak. She required several further
laparotomies in 2012 and another
major operation in September 2013
to repair a large incisional hernia
and perform abdominoplasty.
Mrs A never recovered to her
pre-morbid level of function. She
continued to suffer with chronic
abdominal pain, bowel problems
and faecal incontinence, physical
weakness and severely impaired
mobility. She required a significant
amount of care and assistance from
her family.

www.fieldfisher.com/medical-negligence | Freephone 0800 358 3848

The Trust admitted a failure to
repair the hernia at the first and
second operations in August 2012
and admitted that but for the
negligence Mrs A would have spent
10-14 days in hospital and made
a full recovery without any need
for further surgery. Judgment was
entered on this basis.
However, the Trust then strongly
argued that Mrs A’s poor condition
and function was due to progression
of her pre-existing health conditions
and not due to the negligence,
further major abdominal operations
and complications. The defendant’s
case was strongly contested by
experts instructed by Helen.
A settlement meeting was
unsuccessful. Eventually, and only
once the claim reached 10 days
before trial, Helen was able to
negotiate a settlement of £450,000
for Mrs A.
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ARTI

Six-figure settlement in missed
diagnosis of DVT in A&E at
Kingston Hospital

SHAH

In 2013, Sivasakthy noticed swelling
in her right calf. Her GP referred
her to Kingston Hospital A&E
department on a DVT pathway.
She was diagnosed with superficial
thrombophlebitis and given an iron
infusion.
Over the next few months, she
complained of pain in her right calf,
chest pain, shortness of breath and
heart palpitations. She re-attended
A&E and was seen by a junior
doctor, who noted the history of
DVT but performed no examination
of her calves nor an assessment of
her vital signs. She diagnosed an ear
infection and discharged Sivasakthy
with antibiotics.
Sivasakthy’s symptoms continued.
She became increasingly tired and
could not walk far. A thin black line
appeared on her right leg, from calf
to thigh. A chest x-ray came back
normal.
In early 2014, she collapsed
and was taken back to Kingston
Hospital. Investigations identified
she suffered extensive pulmonary
emboli (PE) and she was diagnosed
with a hypoxic brain injury aged
36. She remained an inpatient for
almost six months, before being
transferred to the Royal Hospital
for Neurodisability in Putney. She
remained on the border of being in
a vegetative/minimally conscious

state after being discharged to a
residential care home.
She died in October 2017 having
developed acute pancreatitis.
All four experts instructed by Arti
were highly critical of Sivasakthy’s
treatment. The Trust formally
admitted liability, accepting that the
treatment she received fell below a
reasonable standard of care. They
accepted that, with appropriate
treatment, Sivasakthy would have
been treated with medication and,
on the balance of probabilities,
would have avoided the cardiac
arrest and hypoxic injury, and
survived.
The defendant Trust sought to argue
that Sivasakthy’s death as a result
of the acute pancreatitis was not
causatively linked to her condition.
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Arti issued an application to rely on
additional expert evidence which
indicated that but for the brain
injury, Sivasakthy’s pancreatitis
would have been treated, and she
would have gone on to have a
normal life expectancy.
Expert evidence was exchanged
and in December 2018, a six-figure
settlement was reached.
At the end of the case, Mahadeva
said: “Arti’s compassion is matched
by her diligence and obvious expertise
in her field. I had full faith in her
abilities and even though I cannot get
Sivasakthy back, I can never thank Arti
enough for getting justice for us.”
Photo credit: Kingston Hospital - cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Peter
Trimming - geograph.org.uk/p/5606929
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JANE

Becky Tyler cerebral palsy
settlement: ‘I’m angry about
what happened to my brain’

WEAKLEY

Following an approval for an interim
settlement agreed with Surrey and
Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust, 15year old Becky Tyler spoke out on
the BBC about what it is like living
with cerebral palsy.
“I can’t sit up on my own. I can’t stand
up, balance or walk,” she said via eye
gaze technology. “I find it hard to eat.
And I cannot talk with my mouth. I
have to rely on my family and personal
assistants to help with everyday tasks.
I find it hard to make friends because
I cannot talk and people speak to me
like I’m a baby.”
Becky’s case
In 2002, Becky’s mother Fiona was
under the care of the maternity
team at East Surrey Hospital when
Becky was born ‘navy blue’, with the
umbilical cord wrapped three times
around her neck. She was eventually
resuscitated but did not breathe
for 10 mins following her birth.
After a traumatic week when Becky
suffered seizures and was put into
an induced coma, the consultant
told her parents they had ‘been
lucky’ and they could take Becky
home. No MRI scan was given to
ascertain possible brain damage.
Despite hoping for the best, parents
Fiona and Steve sensed all was not

well. Becky struggled to feed and
her movements were not right,
but their concerns were dismissed
by their consultant. It wasn’t until
Becky was seven months’ old that
she was diagnosed with cerebral
palsy, which came as a complete
shock to Fiona and Steve.
As she grew up, Becky’s disabilities
developed in severity and it was
soon clear she would never walk
or sit up or talk. She was fitted
with a gastrostomy at 20 months.
Fiona, became her full-time carer,
something she says she never ever
resents, but admits is extremely
hard.
“I’ve given everything of myself up. I
gladly do it because I love her. But we
have become isolated, lost friends, our
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social life, plans for another child, my
career - all gone.
“I gladly give it up for Becky. I wouldn’t
want her to think I regret any of that
but it’s been hard.”
Five years ago, while learning about
the human body at school, Becky
came home and asked her mother
why her brain was different from her
classmates. The question prompted
the Tylers to instruct Jane Weakley
to investigate Becky’s birth.
After beginning the investigation,
Jane discovered that the trust had
information about failings during
the birth which had not been shared
with her parents.
Having obtained medical expert
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reports and issuing proceedings in
the High Court, Jane finally received
acknowledgement from the trust
that mistakes had been made,
primarily with CTG monitoring.
Jane’s medical experts agreed
that had doctors and midwives
intervened and delivered Becky
earlier, she would likely have been
born uninjured.
The trust’s acknowledgement paved
the way to the interim settlement,
which in turn opens the way to what
will be a multi-million pound award
to protect Becky for life.
Steve said that the pressure of the
financial responsibility had been
extreme for years. Only when
the news of the settlement came
through did the huge weight of
worry vanish from his shoulders.

“We know things can go wrong but it
has been incredibly frustrating being
denied information all this time,” he
said.
Using eye gaze technology,
originally paid for by the family’s
church, Becky spoke out on BBC2’s
Victoria Derbyshire, saying that
although she was very excited about
the future, she was angry about
what happened to her brain at the
hospital and ‘disgusted’ that her
mother had been blamed.
Asked about her wish list for the
interim settlement, Becky said she
would like a new teenage voice
for her communicator that better
conveyed her character. She also
said that arriving at the Royal Courts
of Justice this week ‘felt like Harry
Potter going into Hogwarts for the first
time’.
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Letter of apology
At the hearing, Judge HHJ Robinson
said that he was ‘very happy’ to
approve the award to provide for
Becky’s needs. He also gave Becky
his wig to try on.
The defence, representing the
hospital trust, described Becky as
having ‘remarkable guts and loving
parents who also have remarkable
guts and determination’.
Jane Weakley confirmed that she
has now also received a letter of
apology from the hospital trust
which she said was incredibly
important to the Tylers.
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PAUL

Client questions donor
guidelines following faulty
kidney transplant

MCNEIL

Janice Richardson, suffered
the trauma of two failed kidney
transplants following hospital
errors. Her consultants at St
James’s University Hospital in Leeds
transplanted a cadaver kidney from
a man who smoked 20 cigarettes
a day and died from a heart attack
without discussing the risks with
her. At that time she already had
an offer of a live donor kidney
transplant but she was advised to
give this up.
Following the first transplant
from her sister in October 2013,
she alleged that the loss of the
kidney was due to the failure of
the transplant team to identify
and treat an infection. It was
eventually removed less than a
year later, leaving Mrs Richardson
urgently needing to receive another
transplant. She went back on
dialysis three times a week.
Mrs Richardson has had trouble
with her kidneys since she was
14, likely following an infection as
a 3-year-old which prevented her
right kidney from growing.
After falling critically ill with
septicaemia that shut down her
organs and put her into a coma, Mrs
Richardson received her first kidney
in November 2011, donated by her
sister. The initial signs were that the

kidney was working well, blood tests
incorrectly filed under her maiden
name meant that dangerously high
creatinine levels were missed by
the hospital and she contracted BK
virus, which destroyed the kidney
and it was removed.
It was her case that if the blood
test results had been reviewed
appropriately she would have
undergone further investigations
which would have resulted in a
diagnosis of BK virus and immediate
treatment which would have saved
the kidney.

informed her of the status of the
second kidney.
Paul McNeil successfully pursued
a claim for Mrs Richardson, which
settled in February 2018 for a sixfigure sum. He argued on Janice’s
behalf that the Trust failed to obtain
informed consent from her for the
transplant and that the kidney was
of a poor quality which did not
function.
St James’s University Hospital, Leeds cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Mark
Stevenson - geograph.org.uk/p/4885608

The Leeds Hospital Trust that
runs St James’s admitted it had
breached duty in Janice’s care over
the mistakes that jeopardised her
first kidney but denied it had not
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SAMANTHA
CRITCHLEY

Record £19m settlement for
9-year-old after Kings College
Hospital Trust accepts 85%
liability

Samantha Critchley achieved a
multi-million pound settlement
in April 2018 for a nine-year-old
girl left catastrophically disabled
following failures in her treatment at
the time of and following her birth.
The girl, known as JKL, was born
with severe jaundice at the Princess
Royal University Hospital, Kent
(part of Kings College Hospital
Trust) caused by blood group
incompatibility which required
specialist care and monitoring.
Knowledge of the blood condition
led doctors to decide to deliver
JKL at around 34 weeks gestation,
despite her mother wanting to be
delivered at a different hospital with
a specialist neonatal unit.

Samantha argued that had medical
staff performed a total ‘blood
exchange’ more quickly, JKL would
have escaped permanent injury.
Liability was strongly fought by
the Trust but a settlement of 85%
of full damages was eventually
agreed, plus acknowledgement
of shortcomings in care. During
the litigation, Samantha obtained
interim payments to set up a care
and therapy package for JKL, who
now has a specially adapted home
to properly meet her needs longterm.
Approving settlement in the High
Court, the judge acknowledged that
JKL has insight into her condition

Despite her prematurity, JKL was
delivered in good condition, but
then suffered neonatal jaundice
and a build-up of such high levels of
bilirubin in her body that she needed
a full blood exchange transfusion. A
delay in performing the transfusion
meant JKL suffered bilirubin
encephalopathy - damage to her
brain and auditory neuropathy.
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and, were it not for her injuries,
would have led a very promising
life. He praised her parents for their
‘wonderful’ care in very difficult
circumstances.

JKL’s parents said “We
have immense gratitude
for all that you and your
team have done … over
these past few years.
Before we met you our
futures loomed before
us with such uncertainty
and fear. You guided
us through the most
immense process,
supporting us every step
of the way.”
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Six-figure
sum for
young
woman
following
delayed
cancer
diagnosis at
Lewisham
Hospital

MARK
BOWMAN

Lauren instructed Mark Bowman to
pursue a claim against Lewisham
Hospital after she was concerned
that they had delayed in diagnosing
her with olfactory neuroblastoma, a
rare form of cancer that develops in
the nose.
Lauren had been suffering with
sinusitis, loss of taste, loss of smell
and increasing headaches from
2013. She was referred by her GP to
the ENT department at Lewisham
Hospital. A CT scan was arranged
and took place on 01 April 2014. The
scan was reported on the very next
day, and determined that Lauren
was suffering from a polyp. In fact
the scan was highly suspicious for
malignancy, and Lauren should have
been contacted ASAP for a follow
up appointment and a biopsy within
14 days.
As it was, Lauren was not seen for
follow up until November 2014,
seven months later, and she was
told she should have surgery to
remove the polyp. During the
operation in December 2014, it
became clear to the surgeon that
something was not right. A biopsy
was taken and in January 2015

Lauren was given the devastating
news that she was suffering from
cancer. In addition it became clear
that this had been obvious since the
previous April, when a diagnosis
should have been made.
Initially the Defendant denied
all liability but made an offer of
£5,000 to settle the claim. This was
swiftly rejected. Following service
of proceedings the Defendant
admitted they had made mistakes
but denied that they had made any
difference. It was not until after
expert reports had been exchanged
and our experts met with the
Defendant’s experts to discuss
matters, that finally it was admitted
that Lauren’s life expectancy was
reduced due to the substandard
treatment provided. Even then,
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arguments persisted as to by how
much Lauren’s life expectancy
had been reduced, and it took a
mediation, only two months prior
to trial, for the Defendants to make
a substantial offer that properly
compensated Lauren for her pain
and suffering, the treatment she will
now require and the losses that will
be incurred due to her prognosis.
At the end of the case Lauren
commented “I would like to say a big
thank you to Mark and his team for
all their help and for the professional
way they treated the whole situation.
In particular I want to thank Mark for
his caring and personal touch and the
way his team cared and supported me
through the whole case.”
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JENNY

Wrongful birth case: Interim
payment and liability agreed for
child with spina bifida

URWIN

Jenny Urwin secured settlement
of liability in a wrongful birth case
plus a large interim payment for a
child whose physical and cognitive
disability will require life-long care.
Quantification of the full claim
continues.
Wrongful birth cases are
particularly distressing for families
who must tell the court that their
child would not have been born
without negligent treatment. This
type of claim, brought by the
parents, often involves psychiatric
injury plus the additional cost of
providing for a disabled child, over
and above that which a parent
would provide for a child without
disability.

In this case, Jenny obtained
evidence that the 20 week anomaly
scan performed at Liverpool
Women’s NHS Foundation Trust
during the mother’s pregnancy
was incorrectly reported. It should
have been reported showing a
large lesion on the spine, which
would have led to the mother
being offered an amniocentesis.
The mother would have undergone
this procedure which would have
confirmed a diagnosis of both
spina bifida and a congenital
chromosome disorder. She would
have been offered a termination.
As it was, their child was born and
subsequently diagnosed with both
conditions.
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The defendants admitted that
the scan had been reported
negligently but continued to argue
that the parents would not have
terminated the pregnancy even had
the diagnosis been made antenatally. Only after negotiations at
a meeting shortly before trial was
an agreement reached and the
claim will now continue to value the
compensation due. It will likely be a
multi-million pound settlement.
Jenny specialises in wrongful birth
cases and is currently representing
several families of children born
with severe disability in such
cases. She recently secured £7m
settlement following the birth
of a child with severe congenital
brain abnormalities and £6.4m for
the family of a child with Down’s
Syndrome.
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JONATHAN
ZIMMERN

Failure to discuss alternative
treatment leads to settlement
for family of man left in
PVS state

Jonathan Zimmern successfully
concluded a case for the family
of Jack Wilson, who was left in a
Permanent Vegetative State and
later died following a laser resection
of a hypopharyngeal tumour
performed at Royal Sussex County
Hospital.
Jack was diagnosed with sarcoma
of the pharyngeal wall – a rare
tumour in the deep soft tissue and successfully underwent laser
resection in 2004 at Royal Sussex
County Hospital. He was stable for
nearly 10 years.
During a review in 2014, however,
a small growth was noted in his
oesophagus and Jack was advised
to undergo a further laser resection

procedure. He was not told of the
alternative, conservative treatment
approaches available to him.
Immediately following the
procedure, Jack complained of
difficulty breathing and later started
to cough up blood. The nursing
team contacted the on-call doctor
who advised that, as long as he
was not ‘bleeding actively’, there
was nothing to worry about. Jack
collapsed later that night and
required urgent surgery, during
which several large blood clots
were found in his airway which
had resulted from the operation.
Unfortunately Jack suffered a
severe hypoxic brain injury and was
diagnosed as being in a PVS.

Various neurological tests
concluded that Jack was still able
to hear and feel pain, but could not
communicate in any way. He was
transferred to a care home where
he received 24-hour care before he
sadly died.
Jonathan instructed a Consultant
ENT Surgeon and together they
were able to demonstrate that the
decision to offer the laser resection
procedure in the first instance,
the failure to inform Jack of a
conservative treatment approach
and the failure to acknowledge
the severity of his post-operative
symptoms were all unacceptable.
He concluded that, with appropriate
treatment, Jack would either not
have undergone the procedure at all
or the blood clots which ultimately
blocked his airway would have been
diagnosed and treated far sooner.
The Trust admitted they had failed
to adequately explain the risks and
benefits of the laser resection, but
disagreed that Jack would have
chosen a conservative treatment
approach had he been given this
information. They accepted that
the post-operative care provided
was substandard. After a period
of negotiation Jonathan was able to
agree a settlement of £365,000 for
Jack’s family.
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£800,000
settlement
for client
left with
permanent
colostomy,
pain and
depression

LINDSAY
HOLT

In a strongly contested case,
Lindsay Holt achieved settlement
for a client suffering life-changing
effects of rectal surgery at Pennine
Acute Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust.
Following incomplete endoscopic
removal of a cancerous polyp,
Lindsay’s client, AB underwent
further surgery in 2008, resulting
in peritonitis, acute renal failure
and pelvic sepsis. His colon was
necrotic and his pelvic floor had
disintegrated. A left iliac fossa end
stoma was performed but AB then
developed an extensive stomal
hernia. Further investigations
identified that the portion of the
rectum containing the cancerous
polyp had never been removed.
AB was left with a permanent
colostomy and suffered two
abdominal hernias due to the
surgery, resulting in loss of mobility
and pain as well as impotence,
urinary symptoms, depression and
anxiety. He also has a 33 per cent
risk of developing further problems.
Lindsay alleged that the surgery
in 2008 fell below an acceptable
standard of care and that there

was a failure to diagnose peritonitis
before discharge. The defendants
failed to serve a defence on time
and unsuccessfully applied to serve
their defence late, enabling AB to
enter judgment for damages to
be assessed. The defendants also
made a late application to rely
on expert evidence on AB’s life
expectancy, which was also rejected
by the court.
The case was settled, days before
trial, for £ 800 000, taking
account of AB’s need to move to a
home adapted to his needs, with
provision for a sleep-in carer. An
order for provisional damages was
also obtained. This will allow AB
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to return to court if he develops
a serious deterioration in his
condition. AB was aged 78 at the
date of settlement.
The defendants vigorously disputed
every stage of the case, from
liability to disclosure, to the need
for essential equipment. The issues
crystallised on whether the AB
was entitled to the dignity of living
independently and continuing with
his pre-injury activities of cooking
and driving and whether it was
reasonable to expect his partner to
provide night time care for the rest
of his life.
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IONA
MEERES-YOUNG

Fieldfisher supports family
of pregnant woman who
died from sepsis at Basildon
Hospital

Following the inquest into the death
of AX (anonymised), who died
following a miscarriage at Basildon
Hospital in December 2017, Iona
Meeres-Young and Emma Kendall
secured significant compensation
on behalf of her family.
BX, her husband, instructed
Fieldfisher to represent him at the
inquest into his wife’s death and
subsequently to pursue a civil claim
against the hospital trust.
AX was 15-weeks pregnant with her
third child when her waters broke.
Doctors at Basildon and Thurrock
Hospital’s emergency gynaecology
unit, where she went for help, told
her the baby was unlikely to survive
and she should wait for her body to
expel the foetus naturally.
After two days in hospital with no
progress, AX became seriously ill
and was diagnosed with sepsis.
When she was finally taken to
surgery the next day to have the
foetus removed, it was too late
to save her and she died on 23rd
December having gone into septic
shock.
After hearing evidence, the Coroner
said that poor communication at the
hospital between medical staff and
with the family had contributed to

AX’s death, not least the absence
of a consultant to lead an effective
treatment plan. It was also found
that the trust were using out-ofdate NICE guidelines on sepsis
treatment.
Tragically, the family had to listen to
witness evidence that had the cause
of the infection – the foetus – been
removed earlier and had treatment
for sepsis been started earlier – AX
would likely have survived. The
Corner also issued a Preventing
Future Deaths warning to the trust.
The trust swiftly admitted liability
for AX’s death, issued a full
written apology and invited BX
to a mediation. Iona and Emma
collected evidence in support of
BX’s claim for damages on behalf of
his wife’s estate and also to support
a financial and service dependency
claim to replace the contribution AX
would have made through earnings
and childcare/domestic assistance
to her family.
A settlement was agreed at
mediation whereby the trust offered
a substantial sum to BX and his
daughters. BX also received an
apology from two of the trust’s most
senior doctors. They each assured
him that measures had been
implemented to prevent any further
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tragic deaths from sepsis.
BX separately pursues a secondary
victim claim for psychiatric injuries
sustained from witnessing his wife’s
death. The law in this area is highly
contentious and this aspect of BX’s
claim is ongoing.

Iona commented
“The trust’s clinical
lead for women’s
services promised the
Coroner under oath
that AX’s case has
generated new ways
of doing things. It’s
now up to them to
keep that promise and
ensure no other family
has to live through
such a tragedy, which
has left two families
grieving and two
young girls without a
mother.”
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Fieldfisher builds clinical
negligence team in Manchester
with double partner hire

Fieldfisher has hired two medical
negligence partners, Claire Horton
and Julia Hamilton.
Both come from Slater and Gordon
and join medical negligence
partners Jenny Urwin and Lindsay
Holt in Fieldfisher’s Manchester
office.
Claire Horton has nearly 30 years’
experience in representing often
catastrophically injured clients
at both the liability and quantum
stages. She specialises in birth injury

cases, including cerebral and noncerebral palsy (atypical) injury. She
has also achieved substantial levels
of compensation in a wide variety of
high value cases including delayed
diagnosis, particularly of cancer.
Julia Hamilton has also handled a
broad range of clinical negligence
cases on behalf of claimants.
She has expertise in brain injury
cases, both for adults and children,
particularly involving cerebral palsy.
She also advises on cases involving
delayed diagnosis of cancer and
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meningitis, resulting in terminal
disease or injury.
Jenny Urwin, Fieldfisher’s head of
clinical negligence in Manchester,
said: “We are very excited to welcome
two former colleagues to join our
successful and growing team. Julia
and Claire have a wealth of expert
knowledge and experience in this field
and will further strengthen our offering
to clients.”
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Meet the Team
Paul McNeil

Jane Weakley

020 7861 4019 | paul.mcneil@fieldfisher.com

020 7861 4105 | jane.weakley@fieldfisher.com

Paul heads the personal injury and medical negligence department.

Jane joined the team as a partner in 2017. She has over 20 years’

He is described in Chambers and Partners 2018 as “absolutely

experience in medical law. She specialises in the interests and

fantastic” and is a leading light in the field of clinical negligence.

rights of birth injured children. Jane is described in Chambers and

Memberships: AvMA, APIL, Law Society

Partners as “a delight to work with”.
Memberships: AvMA, APIL, Law Society

Samantha Critchley
020 7861 4263 | samantha.critchley@fieldfisher.com

Jonathan Zimmern

Samantha has nearly 20 years of experience acting for Claimants.

020 7861 4218 | jonathan.zimmern@fieldfisher.com

She has particular expertise in acquired brain injury cases involving

A barrister, Jonathan acts for those injured through negligence or

adults and children. Legal 500 describes her as a “‘a first-rate’

accidents. Jonathan is a member of the Association of Personal

specialist in paediatrics, neonatology and neurology”.

Injury Lawyers (APIL). He is described in Chambers and Partners as

Memberships: AvMA, APIL

“absolutely ace – super-bright and really switched-on about his cases.”
Memberships: APIL

Mark Bowman
020 7861 4043 | mark.bowman@fieldfisher.com

Iona Meeres-Young

Mark pursues cases on behalf of victims of medical negligence.

020 7861 4571 | iona.meeres-young@fieldfisher.com

Chambers and Partners describes him as “excellent” and Legal 500

Iona is a partner in the medical negligence team at Fieldfisher. The

as “outstanding”.

Legal 500 directory describes Iona as “extremely capable”.

Memberships: AvMA, APIL

Memberships: AvMA, Law Society
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Jenny Urwin

Julia Hamilton

0161 268 8595 | jenny.urwin@fieldfisher.com

0161 268 8620 | julia.hamilton@fieldfisher.com

Jenny specialises in all aspects of clinical negligence, but

Julia joined Fieldfisher’s medical negligence team in 2019. She has

particularly cases of maximum severity. She is described in

over 15 years’ experience in dealing with a wide variety of clinical

Chambers and Partners as “vastly experienced” and “wouldn’t be

negligence cases. Julia has particular expertise in handling claims

daunted by anything.”

involving injuries of the utmost severity including brain injuries in

Memberships: AvMA, APIL, Law Society

both adults and children.
Memberships: APIL, Law Society

Lindsay Holt
0161 268 8613 | lindsay.holt@fieldfisher.com

Anna Bond

Lindsay specialises in clinical negligence, with over 20 years’

020 7861 4064 | anna.bond@fieldfisher.com

experience of acting for injured claimants and their families, with

Anna Bond leads the firm’s dedicated Court of Protection team.

expertise in birth trauma and cerebral palsy, as well as spinal and

She has specialised exclusively in Court of Protection work for over

brain injury. Chambers and Partners 2017 describes Lindsay as an

ten years and has considerable experience of managing complex

“excellent, very empathetic but tough negotiator”.

deputyships, and supporting colleagues who are instructed to take

Memberships: APIL, Law Society, RSM

over difficult cases on behalf of the Official Solicitor.

Claire Horton
0161 268 0069 | claire.horton@fieldfisher.com
Claire joined Fieldfisher as a partner in 2019. She has over 29
years’ experience of bringing the cases of her clients, who are often
catastrophically injured, to a highly successful conclusion. Claire
has achieved substantial levels of compensation in a wide variety of
complex cases, including in particular many relating to birth injury.
Memberships: AvMA, APIL, Law Society
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Caron Heyes

Christina Gardiner

020 7861 4062 | caron.heyes@fieldfisher.com

020 7861 4954 | christina.gardiner@fieldfisher.com

Caron pursues claims on behalf of patients across a broad spectrum

Christina graduated with a First Class law degree before qualifying

of claim types, including obstetrics, neonatology, oncology and

as a Solicitor specialising in medical negligence claims. She has

fatal claims. Caron is described in Chambers and Partners 2018 as

represented Claimants regarding an extensive range of medical

“absolutely excellent ... you know she’s really fighting for you.”

negligence claims including birth injury claims, claims relating

Memberships: AvMA, APIL

to delay in diagnosis of cancer and orthopaedic claims amongst
others.

Helen Thompson
020 7861 4852 | helen.thompson@fieldfisher.com

Will Jones

Helen is a Senior Associate in the Clinical Negligence team. Helen

020 7861 4590 | will.jones@fieldfisher.com

has experience of dealing with a wide range of complex and

Will joined the Clinical Negligence team in 2017. He has acted

maximum severity medical negligence claims.

and successfully recovered on a wide range of cases, including

Memberships: APIL

maximum severity spinal injuries and fetal and birth injury claims.
He works with the charity Steps acting for children who suffered
due to a delayed diagnosis of developmental dysplasia of the hip

Arti Shah

(DDH).

020 7861 4139 | arti.shah@fieldfisher.com
Arti holds a first-class degree in law and is a senior associate in the
Clinical Negligence team. She conducts a wide range of complex

Charlotte Allen

cases including cerebral palsy, catastrophic brain injury and failings

020 7861 4655 | charlotte.allen@fieldfisher.com

in surgery.

Charlotte joined Fieldfisher as an associate in 2018. Charlotte is

Memberships: APIL

experienced in dealing with a wide range of clinical negligence
claims. She also assists partners with complex and high value birth
injury and catastrophic claims.
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USEFUL ORGANISATIONS

Emma Kendall
020 7861 4986 | emma.kendall@fieldfisher.com

AvMA

Emma joined Fieldfisher in 2018. She has solely practiced medical

www.avma.org.uk
0845 123 2352

negligence work since qualifying in 2014. Emma assists the
partners with complex, high value matters as well as running her
own varied caseload.

Scope

www.scope.org.uk
0808 800 3333

Nilam Patel

Limbless

020 7861 4784 | nilam.patel@fieldfisher.com

www.limbless-association.org
0800 644 0185

Nilam qualified as a Solicitor in 2017. She assists Paul McNeil on
a range of complex and high value birth injury, spinal injury and

SIA

surgical error claims as well as running her own cases.

www.spinal.co.uk
0800 980 0501

Memberships: APIL

Steps

www.steps-charity.org.uk
01925 750271

Rebecca Drew
020 7861 4141 | rebecca.drew@fieldfisher.com
Rebecca began her career at Fieldfisher in the Personal Injury and
Medical Negligence Department in 2014. She qualified as a solicitor
in 2017. Rebecca assists Mark Bowman on a range of complex

Child Bereavement UK
childbereavementuk.org
0800 088 8840

and high value birth injury, surgical and orthopaedic injury claims.
Rebecca is developing her own case load.

Top-notch clinical
negligence team
with a wealth of
experience
EMMA

NILAM

REBECCA

KENDALL

PATEL

DREW
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