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Introduction to
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The team at Fieldfisher continues to fight for
compensation for people who have contracted
mesothelioma and other asbestos disease
through no fault of their own, often while going
about their daily work or via contact with family
members who unknowingly brought home
asbestos dust from their place of work.
We have brought claims against negligent
employers who failed to protect employees
from asbestos exposure for over 30 years.
We are renowned for our determination,
sensitivity and commitment to achieving
the very best for our clients.
We have recovered millions of pounds of
compensation for clients in 2019, and this
brochure highlights some of our cases.
We have a genuinely national practice
with offices and lawyers in London
and Manchester.

Another reason for gentle optimism in the
mesothelioma arena is our important win in
the Court of Appeal on behalf of Veronica
Bussey. Mrs Bussey pursued compensation
for her husband David, who sadly died of
mesothelioma in 2016.

In 2019, there have been causes for
optimism on the part of asbestos
lawyers. First, we have pioneered the
use of claims to pay for expensive
immunotherapy treatment, which can
prolong the life of those suffering
from mesothelioma – having won the
first contested case in court. We are
now treating such recovery for our
clients as routine.

His case successfully challenged the level
of asbestos exposure by which employers
were previously judged to be liable in law.
The judgment should pave the way for
faster settlement for other claimants and
we are extremely grateful to Mrs Bussey for
her courage in pursuing this landmark case.
If you would like to discuss a
mesothelioma or asbestos claim,
or simply want more information
about the process, please call me
on 020 7861 4825 or email
peter.williams@fieldfisher.com.

“Head and shoulders above other firms
in terms of integrity, competency
and diligence”
Fieldfisher | Asbestos news 2020 | 3

Damages to include
care for wife

Peter
Williams

Mr and Mrs Claridge

Head of asbestos claims Peter Williams recovered
damages for Peter Claridge earlier this year.
He was delighted to receive a letter from
Mr Claridge at conclusion of his case,
thanking the team for their ‘considerate and
thoughtful approach and advice…ensuring
the best possible outcome’.
Mr Claridge worked for Comisky
Heating Ltd between the 1970s and late
90s, during which time he was regularly
exposed to large amounts of asbestos
cutting asbestos sheets using a hand saw
and replacing old asbestos flues. During
one particularly job in Coventry Cathedral
in the early 1980s, he replaced old boilers
by stripping out asbestos insulation
with no protection or warning about
the dangers.
Peter Williams said that value of the case
against the heating company’s insurers
mainly centred on the loss of care for
Mr Claridge’s wife. Mr Claridge looks
after his wife who suffers from COPD
(Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease)
and is house and bed-bound. Settlement
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will fund replacement care if Mr Claridge
is unable to care for his wife in the future.
Mr Claridge said the team’s professionalism
and reassuring manner ‘made a difficult
situation so much easier’.

He added: ‘I found your
correspondence, speedy
responses and balance of
sympathy and businesslike manner to be first
rate. Your excellent service
took away the worry
and stress I faced when I
first considered pursuing
compensation’.

Peter Williams said he was
‘delighted’ to have settled
the case for Mr Claridge
who had been badly let
down by his employers
who had a duty to keep
him safe. “Receiving such a
thoughtful letter is a great
testament to the team’s
hard work,” he said.

Lagger given insufficient
protective equipment in
1970s and 1980s

Shaheen
Mosquera

58-year-old Dean was diagnosed with the
asbestos-related disease diffuse pleural
thickening. His consultant at the Royal
Brompton Hospital advised him to claim for
compensation against his former employers,
one of which was Kitsons, a company previously
sued by laggers who developed asbestos disease.
Dean completed his apprenticeship at
Kitsons in the 1970s and was sent to
remove asbestos from sites including the
Ford Research Centre in Dunton, Plantation
House on Fenchurch Street, plus other
power stations and schools.
Dean also removed blue asbestos flock
from the Houses of Parliament for which
he was provided with a respirator similar
to equipment used by divers, but no formal
training on how to properly fit it. Occasional
problems with the air supply meant he had
to quickly remove his mask and at other
times, stubble on his face also meant it
did not fit properly.
HSE guidance at the time was that
exposure to asbestos dust should be
reduced ‘to the minimum that is reasonably
practical’. Kitsons could have done this
by wetting the insulation before removal.
Instead, Dean worked in clouds of dust
released by the dry asbestos.

Court proceeding were served upon Dean’s
former employers in January 2018. Witness
evidence from former managers at Kitsons
stated that they had provided guidance
that complied with health and safety,
although no evidence was presented from
the workers actually removing the asbestos.
The Defendants also decided not to obtain
engineering evidence.

A representative from the Dagenham Heat
and Frost branch, who referred Dean’s case
to us, said that they were watching the
case – the first of its kind - with interest
because other people had also developed
asbestos disease despite being provided
with a respirator.

“The success of Dean’s
case was considered a
victory for other men who
may have been exposed
when stripping asbestos,”
he said.
Dean’s case was similar to other cases we
are seeing where full training regarding
protection is in dispute.

Dean’s engineering expert calculated that
Kitsons were responsible for 80 per cent of
Dean’s exposure, with his other employer
responsible for 20 per cent.
In March 2019, the second Defendant
settled and agreed the value of their
responsibility for Dean’s disability.
Kitsons continued to defend their portion
of the claim until a week before trial,
at which point they agreed to similar
settlement terms to those agreed with
the second Defendant.
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Oil refinery work
leads to loss of
much loved husband
Following National Service with the Royal Electrical
Mechanical Engineers, Londoner Laurie Kimpton
spent 12 years from 1970 onwards working on an
oil refinery in the South of England. He then moved
into the petroleum industry, before retiring in 1996.

Mr Kimpton
In early 2017, Mr Kimpton noticed problems
with his digestion and developed a sore
throat. X-rays identified fluid on his lungs,
for which he was given antibiotics, but his
condition deteriorated. He was eventually
diagnosed with mesothelioma caused by
asbestos exposure.
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In a statement, Mr Kimpton described
how he had been exposed to asbestos
working at the refinery and specifically
with enormous pieces of equipment lagged
with asbestos. When this equipment
developed faults, pipefitters would
remove the overlaying lagging to inspect
the pipes and flanges. Mr Kimpton was
there when they did this, his job being to
ensure the pipefitters cleared up any debris
they generated. He was never given any
warnings nor protective equipment when
doing his job.

Andrew
Morgan

Sadly, Mr Kimpton died of his condition in
August 2017. Andrew was able to continue
with the claim on behalf of Mrs Kimpton.
Following inquest, Andrew commissioned
a medical report, but meanwhile the
insurers disputed the diagnosis of
mesothelioma and refused to admit liability
or offer interim payment. Andrew therefore
issued court proceedings, after which
the insurers did offer an interim payment,
but no admission of liability.
Shortly before the initial hearing,
the insurers offered £155,287 which
Mrs Kimpton was happy to accept.

“Thank you for all your help. I know that Laurie
would be pleased that you managed to get
justice for him and his family”

Dushal
Mehta

Cape Asbestos factory in Barking mid-20th century

Asbestos manufacturer
continues to challenge
mesothelioma claims
Dushal was instructed by Sean McGuigan,
the son and executor of the estate of the late
Mr Francis McGuigan who was diagnosed with
mesothelioma and died in November 2017.
The family only became aware of Mr McGuigan’s
diagnosis following a post mortem and advice
from the coroner that they could potentially
claim compensation.
Mr McGuigan had worked at the notorious
Cape Asbestos factory on Tolpits Lane in
Watford from around 1961 until 1985.
He initially worked on the machines in
the factory and then later as a beater man.
Although Mr McGuigan had not given a
lifetime statement, it was clear from his
work and from other cases involving the
Cape factory that he would have been
regularly exposed to asbestos during his
time at the factory and would not have
been given any advice as to the dangers. .
He had also told his doctors for years that
he had been exposed to asbestos working
at the Cape factory and, in fact, had been
sent by Cape for regular X-rays because of
the risk of asbestos exposure by working
in the factory.

In 1982, Mr McGuigan had developed
symptoms thought to relate to his asbestos
exposure. Further tests revealed that he
had developed a squamous cell carcinoma.
He subsequently underwent a left upper
lobectomy from which he recovered and
continued working at the factory after
being told asbestos exposure had not
caused the carcinoma. Only in 2017 did
he report health difficulties linked to his
mesothelioma.
Despite his earlier condition not being
linked to asbestos exposure, the Defendant
argued that the family were out of time for
bringing a claim for mesothelioma because
of the earlier condition.

They tried to argue that a claim should
have been brought within three years of the
first time Mr McGuigan was made aware
of the earlier condition diagnosed in 1982.
Astonishingly, they also refused to accept
that he had been exposed to asbestos
during his time at the factory despite what
was reported in his medical records, the
nature of the jobs he performed and the
historic legacy of the many asbestos cases
brought against the factory and company
over 30 years.
Dushal swiftly commenced court
proceedings and ensured very tight
deadlines were implemented by the Court
to ensure a speedy resolution of the case.
Just prior to the initial court hearing,
the Defendants eventually conceded
liability and offered to settle the claim
in full, for £125,000.00.
At the end of the case, Sean thanked
Dushal and his team.

“the personal yet
professional guidance and
advice we received…we
will always be grateful to
Fieldfisher for acting
for us”.
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£650k settlement
plus future
immunotherapy
costs guaranteed for
council worker
Peter
Williams

62-year-old Desmond Wright was diagnosed
with mesothelioma in December 2017 after he
became breathless during Christmas celebrations.
He began chemotherapy soon afterwards and
underwent seven cycles of the treatment.
Mr Wright and his sons
Mr Wright’s main concern was how to
protect the future of his wife, who suffers
from Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease (COPD), and one of his sons who
lives with epilepsy and learning difficulties
and needs constant care at the
family home.
Because of his wife’s illness, she and the
couple’s son rely heavily on Mr Wright
who does almost all the household chores,
the gardening and most of the shopping.
He is now no longer able to look after them
in this way.
In 2018, Peter brought an injury claim
against the London Borough of Tower
Hamlets, for whom Mr Wright performed
maintenance duties on council housing
between 1979 and 1983.
The claim stated that the council was
negligent in that Mr Wright was given
no protective overalls or masks while he
removed old bath panels, Artex ceiling tiles
and rope seals from fire places, all of which
contained lethal asbestos dust.
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Mr Wright remembers breaking up panels
and tiles with a hammer, surrounded by
dust and debris, before bagging it up for
disposal. He once challenged his foreman
about the safety of removing the ceiling
tiles, known to contain asbestos, and was
told it was ‘only 2%’ and he should just
get on with it since it was just like
‘stripping wallpaper’.
Our legal case contended that the LB of
Tower Hamlets should have known of the
dangers of asbestos and was under a duty
of care to properly protect Mr Wright while
he worked. The negligence of his employers
has seriously reduced Mr Wright’s life
expectancy and destroyed his ability to care
for his family.
Peter included in the schedule of loss the
cost of adapting the Wright’s family home
to enable their other son to move home
to care for his brother and mother. Peter
secured the costs of the lost salary while he
provides such care.

Also included in the settlement is a promise
to pay the cost of all future medical care
needed by Mr Wright including expensive
immunotherapy treatment should he need it.
Following settlement, Desmond Wright said:

“My future is much brighter
knowing that my finances
are secure and my sons
have financial security
that they can rely on in the
coming years. Peter expressly
deals with asbestos claims so
his attention to his cases is
undivided and his expertise
in the subject matter
is unparalleled.”

Claim for Portsmouth
dockyard worker in
‘asbestos snowball fights’

Mr Q worked for a small local company and was
sent to the docks to assemble scaffolding in a
large boiler house. He worked next to laggers
who were removing and replacing the lagging
around the boiler and pipework.
“We were all mucking around and made
snowballs from the dust,” he said “We didn’t
know the material we were playing with was
dangerous.”
Mr Q was given the devastating diagnosis
of sarcomatoid mesothelioma in late May
2016 and sadly passed away a month later.
Mrs Q took over conduct of the claim and
there was a services dependency claim
for their son who relied on his father’s help
with his MOT business.
Despite being given all the necessary
documents regarding proof of employment,
the employer refused to settle and Shaheen
issued court proceedings against them.
At the hearing, the defendant’s solicitor
submitted that they did not have any
evidence of employment and that a
senior manager employed by the holding
company reported the company did
not employ scaffolders.

Shaheen successfully argued that Mr Q
had been exposed to significant quantities
of asbestos dust, that the employer was in
breach of the duty owed to Mr Q and that
his signed witness statement was proof
of employment. She also argued that the
manager in question would have been a
child at the time of Mr Q’s employment and
therefore was not in a position to comment
on the defendant’s business.
Judgment on liability was entered in the
widow’s favour and the Court ordered that
the defendant make an interim payment
of £50,000 on account of the final
compensation.
Shortly after the Court hearing, the
defendant made a settlement offer, which
Mr Q’s widow accepted in May 2019.
It included a sum for Mr Q’s son for the
value of the services his father provided
to his MOT business.

Shaheen
Mosquera

Following settlement, Mr Q’s son said:

“Shaheen kept us fully informed
at all times of the progress
and helped us understand
where we were with the claim.
She visited us and listened
to the effect that my father’s
death had on us and was very
patient and understanding
throughout.”
“She gave us very good
guidance and represented us
extremely well at all times.
I would like to take this
opportunity to personally
thank Shaheen for everything
she has done for us and I would
not hesitate to recommend
her to any future clients.”
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Asbestos blights family
across three generations
In 1992, Fieldfisher settled Mr S’s claim for
asbestosis. He had been employed in East
London by several lagging firms from 1948
to the late 1960s, the last being Dick’s Eagle
Insulations Limited.
Sadly, Mr S and his wife both died in their
80s in 2013. They left behind an adult
daughter C and son W. W had Down
Syndrome and lacked capacity to manage
his own affairs. All his life he had been
cared for at home by his parents.
Following their parents’ death, C moved into
the family home to look after her brother.
Tragically, in 2013 C was diagnosed with
mesothelioma, caused by asbestos dust
brought home on her father’s work clothes.
This happened from the day she was born
in 1951 to around 1967 when her father
stopped working for Dicks.
She contacted Andrew for advice. Having
read the papers that we had kept from her
father’s claim, Andrew saw clear evidence
that C was exposed to asbestos for around
16 years and that exposure in 1966 and
1967 would probably have been negligent.
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Dicks had not traded for many years
and had no assets itself. There was no
employer’s liability insurance available
since C had not been exposed at work. But
Andrew knew from previous cases that
Dicks was backed by another company and
advised making a claim.
Sadly, C died in 2014. Her adult sons, W’s
nephews, got in touch. They had devised
a rota to look after W at his family home.
They wanted to continue with the claim.
Andrew took statements from the nephews
and other relatives who had provided help
and support. He obtained medical reports
and evidence about the value of care
provided to W in the past and the cost of
his care in the future.
Andrew appointed Professional Deputies
to look after W’s affairs in the future. He
instructed financial experts to give advice
about possible terms of settlement.

Andrew
Morgan
Trial was set for November 2019. Andrew
appointed an expert QC and barrister to
join the legal team and before the trial he
successfully negotiated a settlement of
£985,000 which, amongst other things,
provides for W’s future care needs.
Andrew commented:

“It is heartbreaking to see
the scourge of asbestos
blight three generations of
one family. This substantial
settlement should meet W’s
care needs for the future and
compensate his nephews for
their losses and expenses.
Without our detailed
knowledge of this employer
and without the file of papers
from 1992 this result would
not have been possible.”

Lifelong employee of
Thomas Bates & Sons
secures compensation
just before trial

Dushal
Mehta

Bruce Cunningham and his wife Christine were
devastated by his diagnosis of mesothelioma
in 2017, not least since Bruce had always been
extremely fit and active.

Bruce working on his forklift at Thomas Bates
Bruce was exposed to asbestos working
for building firm Thomas Bates & Son Ltd
between 1968 and around 2004, performing
maintenance and repair work. He regularly
worked close to people changing brake
linings and cutting asbestos corrugated
sheeting. He was also required to clean and
put away scaffolding brought back from
other sites covered in asbestos dust.
Thomas Bates fiercely contested the
claim, asserting they had health and safety
officers on site, were fully aware of the
dangers of asbestos and took the necessary
precautions. They also disputed that Bruce
worked with or had come into contact with
any asbestos and contested Bruce’s entire
evidence as to his exposure. Bruce never
recalled being advised of the dangers of
asbestos and he was never given a mask to
wear. He was not provided with any health
and safety training.

Dushal quickly issued court proceedings
since it was clear from the outset that
the Defendant intended to deny liability.
The case was set for trial in February 2019.
Dushal secured an expert engineering
report to confirm that Bruce would have
been exposed to substantial quantities of
asbestos dust working for the Defendant.
Despite requesting this evidence, the
Defendant failed to serve any evidence
of their own, relying instead on witness
statements from the Managing Director
at the time of Bruce’s employment and
from the current MD.

At the end of the case,
Bruce said:

“Thank you for all your
help. We will definitely let
you know how things are
going and would like to
thank you for your friendly
and professional advice
throughout the case.”

Dushal was able to successfully conclude
Bruce’s claim prior to trial and the
Defendant’s eventually agreed to pay
Bruce full compensation for his condition
and his future losses.
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Future immunotherapy costs
included in settlement for
dancer and cabinetmaker
Christopher had a lively career as a dance teacher, which he
thoroughly enjoyed. He’d previously worked as an apprentice
cabinetmaker for six years with the Cooperative Wholesale
Society to give himself the financial security to continue
enjoying and teaching dance.
Unfortunately, Christopher was exposed to
asbestos in the large open-plan premises
of the Society, where asbestos board was
cut in the machine shop. The defendants
admitted liability early in Christopher’s
claim and provided him with interim
payment. This allowed negotiations to
begin early.

Bridget
Collier

Because Christopher has a very slowgrowing mesothelioma, our medical
evidence identified that he would be
suitable for immunotherapy, a relatively
new treatment, not available on the NHS
but which has helped others in the
treatment of their cancer.
Immunotherapy consists of several cycles
and the cost depends on the duration
of treatment and can amount to up to
£250,000. It was therefore essential to
negotiate a settlement to include future
treatment for Christopher where beneficial.
Fortunately, the defendants readily agreed
to this and the settlement includes terms
that funds will be available to pay for
immunotherapy treatment as the need arises.

Pay-out for dedicated
husband allows widow to
remain in family home
Aged 15, Alan began an apprenticeship as a painter
and decorator with a local Manchester firm – Jones
& Jackson - based in Trafford Park. Alan worked on
industrial and commercial buildings on behalf of
the firm, as well as in schools and hospitals.
He painted pipes that had been insulated
with asbestos and used a brush to prepare
the surfaces for painting. He often saw
degrading lagging where bits were strewn
on the floor.

Alan married Margaret and during their
long and successful marriage, they built
their lives around their home in Salford with
a strong local community where everyone
in the street knew each other.

When painting around the boilers, he
described crawling on top of them to
reach the difficult small spaces. He wasn’t
warned of the dangers of asbestos or
given any masks to wear despite the
difficult conditions.

Margaret, who suffered from COPD,
depended on Alan for help around the
home and with driving, since breathlessness
associated with the condition severely
restricted what she could manage.
Over time, her husband took on all the
cooking, cleaning and housework. Sadly, the
tables turned when Alan became ill.
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The defendants admitted liability and an
early interim compensation was paid to the
family. Sadly, Alan died in 2018. It was clear
that the final award of compensation would
need to enable Margaret to obtain paid help
to replace the assistance she had previously
had from Alan.
A specialist care report detailed the hours
of care needed and Margaret employed
someone she could rely on to help her
as needed. When the final award was
negotiated, it was significantly higher than
earlier offers since it included funds to
continue paying for help paid to ensure that
Margaret could remain in the family home
with her family and community around her.

Manchester City Council pay
damages for labourer
Tony Kennedy worked as a labourer in the
cleansing department for Manchester City
Council during the 1960s, mainly around the
Barton and Carrington Moss areas.

His job involved maintaining council
premises and commercial properties.
Tony was exposed to asbestos assisting
bricklayers relining chimneys, which
involved removing damaged asbestos
sheeting and repairing corrugated asbestos
roofing. He also assisted electricians
involved with rewiring and crawled through
roof spaces containing asbestos lagging.

Sadly, Tony was diagnosed with
mesothelioma and underwent
chemotherapy.
The claim against the Council was denied
until we issued court proceedings. We
were able to take advantage of a special
procedure for mesothelioma claims and
successfully secured liability against
them at an early hearing before trial. The
claim settled quickly thereafter with the
defendants accepting our suggested offer
of £125,000.

Tony Kennedy

GMB bus manager forced to
retire early recovers damages
David enjoyed a long career as a fitter with Greater Manchester
Buses and First Manchester between 1969 and 2004.
Beginning as an
apprentice, David learnt
his trade maintaining,
servicing and repairing
the buses by moving
around the various garages
and depots and worked
his way up to manager. Following a heart
by-pass operation in 2015, David returned
to work but ongoing breathlessness led to
further investigation and the diagnosis of
diffuse pleural thickening.
He was forced to take early retirement from
a job he enjoyed, impacting his enjoyment
of life and his financial security. Sadly, plans
for he and his wife to tour with their caravan
had to be put on hold.

David had worked during extensive change
in the deregulation of bus companies,
making it essential to identify the correct
entity against whom to claim on his
behalf. Proceedings were issued and the
defendants fought liability, arguing to
produce their own witness and expert
evidence which delayed any negotiations.
By the date of trial, they had not produced
one statement, nor any expert evidence to
dispute our case. Their own expert largely
agreed with our own.
Despite further delays, the case settled just
prior to trial. The final award of £150,000
included lost earnings through forced early
retirement and also protection for further
compensation should any other asbestos
related condition develop.

David was diagnosed with diffuse pleural
thickening
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Landmark victory in Bussey
v. Anglia Heating Limited –
18 months on
For many years before February 2018 those
pursuing mesothelioma claims with relatively
low exposures in the 1960s and 1970s were
being denied compensation because the
Defendants argued that the exposure was too
low for the employers to be expected to
take care.
This was due to an earlier case – Williams
v. University of Birmingham [2011 EWCA
civ 1242] – which relied on data which
supposedly set out “an acceptable level” of
exposure in the 1960s and 1970s.
Fieldfisher challenged this assumption in
the Court of Appeal in our case of Bussey
v. Anglia Heating Limited [2018 EWCA civ.
243] (Asbestos News October 2018).
Mr Bussey was exposed to asbestos as a
plumber in the 1960s dealing with asbestos
string and cutting asbestos flues. The
Defendants argued that the exposure was
too small to give rise to liability. We, as
most in the Claimant Lawyer Community,
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thought that was wrong. Despite a ruling
against Mrs Bussey in the High Court we
proceeded to a case in the Court of Appeal
in February 2018. The Appeal Court Judges
in effect overturned the Williams judgment
and stated:
“Anglia should have foreseen the risks since
the risk could have been avoided by simple
precautions. It was not a risk that ought to
have been accepted.”
Whilst the Judges referred Mrs Bussey’s
case back to the High Court there was
a strong direction in her favour and the
Defendants settled in full. There was little
sense in them continuing and they were
finally forced to capitulate.

Peter
Williams

The case received lots of publicity and 18
months on the effect of it is stark.
Defendants are settling many more cases
where there are small exposures in the
1960s and 1970s – cases they previously
fought. This means mesothelioma victims
can obtain their compensation more quickly
and, in a lot of cases, also receive private
immunotherapy treatment.
Mrs Bussey’s courage in helping change
the law has indeed paved the way for fairer
treatment for other victims of asbestos
exposure. She expressed her hope on
settlement that other sufferers could see
their claims settled more quickly and that
is exactly what has happened across the
country.

Compensation for
Immunotherapy Treatment

Peter
Williams

Image source: National Cancer Institute

Those in the mesothelioma community will
be aware that immunotherapy treatment
offers hope to some patients in prolonging life
expectancy. Such treatment is not however
available on the NHS and only offered privately.
The fees are very high – they can average
£10,000 every three weeks – and the
treatment can potentially continue for
years.
Availability of such treatment has
represented a challenge for lawyers since
2018. Here at Fieldfisher we were always
aware that the Courts would rule that
Defendants in compensation claims should
pay for private treatment if it was offered.
Last year, in 2018, we convened a
conference with attendees from the legal
and medical professions to chart a way
forward. Since then we have been at the
forefront of recovering charges for patients.
Our partner, Andrew Morgan, was one
of the first solicitors to recover not only
the cost of past treatment for a patient,
Pamela Stubberfield, but also secured an
agreement from the insurer in that case to
pay directly for future treatment for as long

as it was needed. That provided us with a
legal template to make similar claims for
other patients.
We were also the first Claimant lawyers
to have such an agreement contested in
court. In Hague v. British Telecommunications
Peter Williams obtained a ruling from the
Court that British Telecom had to continue
to pay for immunotherapy treatment for Mr
Hague despite the fact that the changed
his treatment from one type of drug –
Pembrolizumab – to another – Nivolumab.
That Judgment from the Court – the first
of its kind in immunotherapy treatments
– has enabled mesothelioma patients to
continue to recover for private treatment in
successful claims.

Our task now in all cases is to issue
proceedings in court early and push the
Courts for speedy settlements along with
agreements to pay future private medical
fees for all our mesothelioma clients. We
have been successful in doing so. We
have established a standard agreement
which can be used for all cases and
Defendants have begun to agree such
agreements and pay. At present, we have
secured agreements to pay for future
immunotherapy treatment for at least 15 of
our clients and continue to do so on a daily
basis.
The past 18 months have shown us that
if we deal with cases quickly, if we are
tenacious and if we are insistent that our
clients are entitled to all future medical fees
we can obtain agreements to pay for them.
This provides our clients access to new,
novel and expensive treatment and offers
some hope for better outcomes from this
dreadful disease.
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Asbestos team top ranked
by leading legal directories
Our team has again achieved top tier rankings
in both Chambers and Partners and the
Legal 500 legal directories, highlighting the
exceptional quality of our work.
Alongside our team rankings, Peter
Williams, Andrew Morgan and Dushal
Mehta are ranked in Chambers. In Legal
500 Peter was also ranked as a Leading
Individual.
Both Chambers and Legal 500 research the
top industrial disease teams in the UK, and
we are proud to be recognised as leaders in
this field, with Chambers stating we are a
“Market-leading industrial disease practice”.
Regarding our team, sources reported
that “They’re in the Premier League for
asbestos disease work,” adding: “They’re very
experienced, knowledgeable and skilled in the
area.”

“Market-leading industrial
disease practice, with an
outstanding reputation for
undertaking mesothelioma
and asbestos disease
litigation. Deftly handles a
range of complex and often
high-value claims, and offers
a strong track record in
recovering hospice fees for
clients.”
Chambers 2020

“The firm also fields one of
the ‘leading industrial disease
teams in London’, which has
‘longstanding experience’ in
asbestos disease litigation.
Peter Williams leads on the
mesothelioma claims that
have been at the forefront of
the developing area of law
regarding immunotherapy
and ongoing medical costs
after settlement.”
Legal 500 2020
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Asbestos team continues
to support charities and
fundraising initiatives

Action Mesothelioma Day 2019 in Liverpool

Our team is actively involved in fundraising for
asbestos disease charities and support groups.
This year is no exception and we have been out
in full force raising funds to help those suffering
from the devastating effects of asbestos
exposure.
Fieldfisher was again out in support of
Action Mesothelioma Day 2019. As in
previous years, events take place during
early July to raise awareness of the
continuing danger of exposure to asbestos
and to remember those who died from
the disease. It is also the opportunity
to be cautiously optimistic about
ongoing research into treatments for the
disease, particularly the development of
immunotherapy.
In September, Peter Williams and Sarah
Wolf joined HASAG for a fire walk
fundraising event in Portsmouth. Peter and
Sarah had to brave walking across hot coals.
The event was a huge success and HASAG
managed to exceed their target donations
of £3,000, and raised over £4,500.

Earlier in the year, Bridget Collier and a
team from Fieldfisher went on a sponsored
walk in aid of the Greater Manchester
Asbestos Victim Support Group. On a
snowy January day, the adventurers set
off to ascend the Pendle steps to find the
ancient well and the summit trig of Pendle
Hill.

Bridget Collier, Sarah Wolf and Shaheen
Mosquera attended Mesothelioma UK’s
Ladies’ Lunch in Manchester. The event
marked the launch of the Gendered
Experiences of Mesothelioma (GEM) study,
which explores the different experiences
men and women have of mesothelioma.
Our team also attended 12 King’s Bench
Walk’s charity dinner, which was held to
raise funds for this study.
In October, Bridget, Sarah and Rebecca
Foster attended Mesothelioma UK’s 14th
annual Patient and Carer Day. This event
was an excellent opportunity for those
suffering from mesothelioma to meet
others with similar experiences and learn
about the latest mesothelioma research,
treatment and care.
Sponsored walk up Pendle Hill
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Meet the team
Peter Williams

Bridget Collier

Andrew Morgan

+44 (0)20 7861 4825
peter.williams@fieldfisher.com

+44 161 835 8046
bridget.collier@fieldfisher.com

+44 20 7861 4036
andrew.morgan@fieldfisher.com

Peter is head of the group.
He has specialised in asbestosrelated disease claims for over
20 years and he gives annual
talks to solicitors on the issues.
In legal directories, Peter is
described as:

Bridget joined Fieldfisher in
May 2017 and heads up our
mesothelioma and asbestos
claims practice in Manchester.
Bridget has over 20 years’ experience
in conducting asbestos, industrial
disease and employer liability claims.
She sits on the Executive Committee
of the Association of Personal
Injury Lawyers (APIL) and the
Oversight Committee of the Diffuse
Mesothelioma Payment Scheme
(DMPS).

Andrew has specialised in asbestos
disease claims since 1993. He is a
past coordinator of the Occupational
Health Group of the Association of
Personal Injury Lawyers (APIL) and
is an APIL Fellow. In legal directories,
Andrew is described as:

“Peter Williams is a
ruthless analyst of the
other side’s weaknesses
and has very high
client-care skills” and is
seen by market sources
as “a true expert”
with “very detailed
knowledge”.
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Andrew has “a strong
reputation for his
expertise in handling
industrial disease
work, particularly
mesothelioma cases”
and sources describe
him as “true specialist”
and “a very talented
lawyer”.

Sarah Wolf

Dushal Mehta

Shaheen Mosquera

+44 20 7861 6756
sarah.wolf@fieldfisher.com

+44 20 7861 4033
dushal.mehta@fieldfisher.com

+44 20 7861 4393
shaheen.mosquera@fieldfisher.com

Sarah joined Fieldfisher in 2018 as
a Senior Associate in the asbestos
disease team. She has specialised
in personal injury work on behalf
of claimants since qualifying as a
solicitor in 1993. Sarah has always
had a keen interest in complex
industrial disease claims, and has
acted exclusively for sufferers
of asbestos related illnesses,
particularly mesothelioma, for over
10 years.

Dushal specialises in asbestos
disease cases, with specific
expertise in mesothelioma claims.
He is a partner in the Asbestos
Disease team. He has developed a
reputation for securing settlements
in high profile cases. In legal
directories, Dushal is described as:

Shaheen is an Associate in our
asbestos disease team. She has been
representing victims of asbestos
and in particular those diagnosed
with mesothelioma for many
years. She is an APIL accredited
Senior Litigator and Specialist in
Occupational and Asbestos Disease
claims. She has recovered millions
of pounds in damages for those
diagnosed with mesothelioma and
other asbestos related diseases.

“Dushal Mehta is
highly experienced in
representing claimants
suffering from
mesothelioma” and
“he is a ‘dedicated and
incredibly hardworking’
practitioner who knows
this area inside out”
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